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SUB J : CUBAN FLIGHTS TO ANGOLA 

REF: (A) LISBON 0091 (DTG 071205Z IAN 76), (B) LISBON 0142 
(DTG 081839Z JAN 76) 

SUMMARY: FONMIN SPOKESMAN DENIES THAT AZORES BEING USED TO 
TRANSPORT CUBANS TO ANGOLA. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S SPOKESMAN, ALFREDO BARROSO, RESPONDED 
TO JAIME GAMA'S QUERY IN THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY (REF A) BY 
DENYING THERE EXISTS A CUBAN AERIAL BRIDGE THROUGH THE AZORES. 

2. BARROSO SAID SANTA MARIA AIRPORT WAS USED BY COMMERCIAL 
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UNDER THE BILATERAL ACCORD ON AERIAL NAVIGATION BETWEEN PORTUGAL 
AND CUBA OF JUNE 1951 AND THE CHICAGO CONVENTION. 

3. BARROSO NOTED THAT WHAT HAD CAUGHT AZOREAN AND 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS’ ATTENTION WAS FACT THAT MANY CUBAN 
AIRCRAFT AND PASSENGERS HAD PASSED THROUGH AZORES AND RETURNED 
EMPTY. BARROSO ADDED THAT "THEY HAD NO PROOF" THAT PASSENGERS 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN MILITARY. 

4. BARROSO SAID PORTUGAL CONDEMNED ALL EXTERNAL INTERVENTION 
IN ANGOLA. HE SAID PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE WOULD HAVE OFFICIAL 
REPLY TO GAMA'S REQUEST LATER ON. 

5. COMMENT: BARROSO SPOKE ONLY ABOUT PAST FLIGHTS, IMPLYING 
THAT THERE WOULD BE NO MORE. A CLOSE RELATIVE OF SOARES’S 
WIFE AND A SOCIALIST HIMSELF, BARROSO IN HIS PRESS STATEMENT 
MANAGED TO BRING TO THE FOREFRONT THE QUESTIONABLE ASPECTS 
OF THE FLIGHTS AT THE SAME TIME HE PUT OUT THE OFFICIAL LINE. 
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